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Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi

Shahrooz Zomorrodi, CEO of Zomorrodi & Associates, loves to defy convention. His background in civil engineering
allows him the tools to bring his surrealist imagination to life with maximalist, gravity defying interiors. 
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A civil engineer with a passion for Architecture and maximalism, Shahrooz Zomorrodi is famous for his larger

than life design concepts that have come to life in projects such as The Address Foodhall, Cedar, and the

Tr88House projects. His ultimate aim is to build interiors that are seemingly impossible and challenge the basic

laws of physics and design to bring them to life.
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Tell us about your design journey? 

My introduction into this field started as a child. My family was into the design and build environment – my

uncle an architect and my father a building contractor. As a kid, I loved geometry, physics and solving puzzles. I

was also very good at mathematics and physics, and was accepted into the Civil Engineering Department of

the local University. This part of my education helped me understand structures, which in turn could be used as

an architect. I do not have a formal architectural degree, but I learned architecture by taking courses,

internships and reading a lot. This is where I learned of the possibilities for creating unusual structures. 
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I used a lot of these concepts in my projects. In The Address Foodhall, we implemented large size consoles with

2 cm sheets. The Cedar project has 279 axis columns, none in a line, and are very different from the normal

axing method. Only 81 of these columns reach the ground. My suggestion for architects is not to help them

find simplified solutions but to find the effective and executable ones.”

My story is full of successes and failures… until today. My first design was of a TV Table, which the client did not

like, but that didn’t stop me. However, my landlord at the time saw my sketches and projects and was very

impressed. He introduced me to The Address Foodhall project team. 

This project initially had another location and I had conceptualised it in a 1940s style aircraft factory theme. But

then the restaurant location changed and the theme was not relevant anymore. I changed the design and the

current concept of the space came into action in 2016. The design was considered impossible to execute, but a

week later, I assured them that I could make it possible and the project started. This project became a turning

point in my career. 

Then came an industrial design project spanning 12,000 square feet with a surreal concept of an iron forest, for

which I relied heavily on my background in Civil Engineering and my Architectural expertise to put forth a

unique design. This space received a lot of recognition and went on to receive so many international awards. 

The Address Foodhall project resulted in attracting more challenging projects, most of which were in the

commercial and F&B segments. The Tr88House project’s client insisted that we design the concept in Dubai

after reviewing the Foodhall project. We had initially been briefed to design only a 1,000 square feet of foodhall

space, but MERAAS Holding teams saw the accuracy and quality of our plans and design details, and ended up

handing us the whole 10,000 square feet.
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The Address Food Hall, Tehran

What do you feel is most challenging about being an interior designer in Dubai?

The first challenge in Dubai is the competition. Every idea presented is formulated in order to make this city

better and bigger, which worked out in my favour for me since I had a history of working in other regions as well.

The clients, contractor and the approvals team here review every architectural document and details after
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submitting them, and only when all logic, accuracy and details are correct does it get approved. This rarely

happens in other parts of the region. 

 

What has been the most exciting or challenging project of your entire career?

I like all my projects, but I don’t love them, because there is always space to improve and be better. Each

project has its own challenge for me. But there are a few that are a little more exciting for certain reasons, like

the Tr88House, The Address Foodhall because it was my first commercial project, Cedar for being respectful

to the nature of the location, Simurgh for showcasing the culture and history of the people of Iran. 

 

How would you describe your design style and what inspires you?

My design approach is to face each project with the purpose of creating a sequence, a planet or a location in a

unique, weird, magical, and a little transcendental way. This tends to look at issues with a surrealistic point of

view.

Most of our projects have an element of exaggeration, and these are based on my special interests in forests,

which I try to showcase as often as I can. I like to invite people to explore the city that I create, its forests, and

share my imagination and make them see the beauty  of these places the way that I pictured it. 

Obviously the style varies based on the needs of each project – the target customers and the flavour of the

client greatly affects the design style. For example, for public spaces, my design style is usually shaped by the

laws of nature. 

Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

7 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM



Cedar, Tehran

What is your favourite design sector, and why?

It has to be designing public spaces, since it’s visited by a large number of people. I was seated in the

Tr88House project and a pedestrian who passed by suddenly stopped and entered the premises. He

immediately proceeds to take pictures of the space enthralled by the effect. This is what I think is a designer’s

job, to be able to invite people into the spaces that they design and have an architectural surprise packed in

them, which is more likely to create that curiosity in these public projects. 

 

If you could design anything without constraints, what would it be?

I have been very passionate about designing toys for children. I have a concept project called Time Capsule, a

concept designed to educate children specifically in unfavourable conditions. Unfortunately, there weren’t

many investors for this project during the first year of the pandemic when many projects and business went

down. I dedicated most of my time designing this toy. 

Furniture design is another field that I am passionate about, which led to the birth of my own brand, DecoZ. 

My other dream is to design an extraordinary tower with unusual use in different levels. I also have an idea
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combining theatrics and architecture together as a project for which I am on the lookout for investors. 
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TR88HOUSE, Bluewaters Island

What are you working on at the moment?

The team and I are designing some projects in Dubai, like a gaming club for adults, equipped with some rare

games. We are also working on a beach club and a cigar bar. Outside of Dubai, we are working on a 54,000

square metre residential building and some villas, and we are expanding my furniture brand DecoZ, which is
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another work in progress. 

 

What has been the best advice you have received and alternatively what advice
would you like to give aspiring designers?

I do not believe in advice because it is better to experiment even if it leads to failure. 

But if I were to pick, I would say the best advice I have ever gotten is to work and never give up. My first ever

advice to upcoming designers would be to follow your interests and act according to that. For example, the

kind of projects that we take up need a lot of courage to ideate and execute. Secondly, become an expert in

what you do. We need to be well versed with different architectural softwares and presentation methods to be

able to show our ideas to clients. 

 

Lastly, could you tell us about Shahrooz Zomorrodi, the man behind the
designer?

I am a person who doesn’t like to face ideas in a normal way. I aim at thinking and wandering through things that

are hard to reach and impossible to create. I like to think that usually others don’t dare and make a challenge

out of subjects to come up with creative solutions, like playing games. I like to design, but my hobbies include

reading books and watching movies. A few of my recommendations are Game, Seven and Gone girl. Fincher

movies are my favourite, and my favourite writer is Yuval Noah Harari. 

But in the end, what you must know about me is that my job is my passion, and if not a designer, I would have

become a director and a scriptwriter. I would show the audience what’s in my mind, and create an element of

surprise in my films.
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Shahrooz Zomorrodi & Associates

Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

17 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM

https://www.lovethatdesign.com/company/shahrooz-zomorrodi-associates
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/company/shahrooz-zomorrodi-associates
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/company/shahrooz-zomorrodi-associates
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/company/shahrooz-zomorrodi-associates


Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

18 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM



SHAR E:

Facebook Twitter Pinterest Linkedin Mail

Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

19 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
mailto:?subject=Inside%20the%20Mind%20Of%20Shahrooz%20Zomorrodi&body=https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lovethatdesign.com%2Farticle%2Finside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi%2F
mailto:?subject=Inside%20the%20Mind%20Of%20Shahrooz%20Zomorrodi&body=https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi/
mailto:?subject=Inside%20the%20Mind%20Of%20Shahrooz%20Zomorrodi&body=https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi/
mailto:?subject=Inside%20the%20Mind%20Of%20Shahrooz%20Zomorrodi&body=https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi/
mailto:?subject=Inside%20the%20Mind%20Of%20Shahrooz%20Zomorrodi&body=https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi/
mailto:?subject=Inside%20the%20Mind%20Of%20Shahrooz%20Zomorrodi&body=https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz-zomorrodi/


Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

20 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM



Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

21 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM



R E L AT E D  A R T I C L E S

INSIDE THE MIND OF 3 August, 2022

Inside the Mind Of Clint Nagata

INSIDE THE MIND OF

Inside The Mind Of Courtney Mark

INSIDE THE MIND OF 5 January, 2022

Conversations With Designers in 2021

Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

22 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM

https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-clint-nagata/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-clint-nagata/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-clint-nagata/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-clint-nagata/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-clint-nagata/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-coutney-mark/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-coutney-mark/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-coutney-mark/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-coutney-mark/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-coutney-mark/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/conversations-with-designers-in-2021/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/conversations-with-designers-in-2021/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/conversations-with-designers-in-2021/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/conversations-with-designers-in-2021/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/conversations-with-designers-in-2021/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-khuan-chew/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-khuan-chew/


 

Discover the best Interior Design projects around the world

E X P LO R E

Projects

Inspiration

Companies

Products

Articles

Insights

C O M PA NY

Our Story

FAQ

Contact Us

Submit Projects

S E R V I C E S

Product Specs

For Brands

For Suppliers

P R E S S

Design Collective 2020

INSIDE THE MIND OF

Inside The Mind Of… Khuan Chew
LOAD MORE

N E W S L E T T E R

SUBSCRIBE!

Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

23 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM

https://lovethatdesign.com/
https://lovethatdesign.com/
https://lovethatdesign.com/projects/
https://lovethatdesign.com/projects/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/photo_tag/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/photo_tag/
https://lovethatdesign.com/companies/
https://lovethatdesign.com/companies/
https://lovethatdesign.com/products/
https://lovethatdesign.com/products/
https://lovethatdesign.com/articles/
https://lovethatdesign.com/articles/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/insights/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/insights/
https://lovethatdesign.com/about/
https://lovethatdesign.com/about/
https://lovethatdesign.com/faq/
https://lovethatdesign.com/faq/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/contact/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/contact/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/marketing-for-designers/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/marketing-for-designers/
https://get.lovethatdesign.studio/?utm_source=love+that+design&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=LTD-footer-menu
https://get.lovethatdesign.studio/?utm_source=love+that+design&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=LTD-footer-menu
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/love-that-design-for-manufacturers/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/love-that-design-for-manufacturers/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/love-that-design-community/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/love-that-design-community/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/design-collective-2020/press-release/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/design-collective-2020/press-release/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article_category/inside-the-mind-of/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-khuan-chew/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-khuan-chew/
https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-khuan-chew/
https://www.facebook.com/LoveThatDesignMe/
https://www.facebook.com/LoveThatDesignMe/
https://www.facebook.com/LoveThatDesignMe/
https://twitter.com/LoveThatDesign1
https://twitter.com/LoveThatDesign1
https://twitter.com/LoveThatDesign1
https://www.instagram.com/lovethatdesignme/
https://www.instagram.com/lovethatdesignme/
https://www.instagram.com/lovethatdesignme/
https://www.instagram.com/lovethatdesignme/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/love-that-design/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/love-that-design/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/love-that-design/


© 2022 28 Lightbulbs Technologies | All images are © their listed firm/photographer.

Inside the Mind Of Shahrooz Zomorrodi - Love That Design https://www.lovethatdesign.com/article/inside-the-mind-of-shahrooz...

24 of 24 08/09/2022, 12:55 AM

https://28lightbulbs.com/
https://28lightbulbs.com/
https://28lightbulbs.com/
https://28lightbulbs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LoveThatDesignMe/
https://twitter.com/LoveThatDesign1
https://www.instagram.com/lovethatdesignme/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/love-that-design/

